Malignant lymphomas of follicular center cell origin in man. II. Ultrastructural and cytochemical studies.
Tissues from malignant lymphomas with both nodular and diffuse growth patterns, thought by light microscopy to be composed of cells of follicular center cell (FCC) origin, Were examined by electron microscopy; the tumor cells were similar to lymphoid cells found in reactive follicular centers. Tumor cells from neoplasms thought to be composed of cleaved FCC often had more pronounced nuclear folding than did cleaved FCC of reactive follicles, whereas cells in tumors of noncleaved FCC type were indistinguishable from their presumed counterparts in reactive follicles. Large cell noeplasms, previously classified as "histiocytic" lymphomas were composed of cells with ultrastructural characteristics of transformed lymphocytes; they showed neither ultrastructural nor cytochemical features of mononuclear phagocytes. These findings support the concept that a major group of lymphomas arises from lymphocytes of follicular centers.